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there could be very few cases where a European would know Indians by
name. The making of such a regulation only means that the Govern-
ment does not intend to allow any more Indians to enter the Transvaal.
This regulation will, moreover, encourage fraudulent practices; for many
dishonest Europeans will come forward who will not hesitate to take
a false oath for the sake of money. So far, only 12,000 Indians have entered
the Transvaal. Before the war their number was 15,000. Hence there
is reason to believe that 3,000 more of the former residents are still
to return. They are suffering many hardships, and it is the duty of the
Government to admit them without delay. The Permit Officer had
forwarded the petition to H. E. the Lieutenant-Governor, who wanted
to know the grounds on which it had been stated that there were 15,000
Indians before the war. In its reply the Association has submitted the
following grounds :

(1)  the personal experience of the President, Mr. Abdul Gani;

(2)  the personal experience of other early Indian residents;

(3)  the Report of the British Agent before the war in which the
Indian population was shown to be about 15,000;

(4)  the population in 1895 was stated as 5,000.

It would not be surprising if those who entered the Trans-
vaal between 1895 and 1899 were to number 10,000. Thousands of men left
India, because of the plague in 1896 and the severe famine in 1897-8. Again
stringent laws were enacted in Natal in 1897. All this resulted in many
Indians entering the Transvaal. Though there was at that time alien rule
in the Transvaal, Indians could freely enter the country. The late
Mr. Kruger did not listen to the suggestion that this be stopped. At the
time, four steamships, the Naderi, the Courland, the Hooseni, and the Crescent,
used to ply between Bombay and South Africa, and each of them brought
hundreds of Indians to South Africa. Each of the steamers made four
trips a year, and calculating at the rate of three hundred passengers per
trip, the sixteen trips in a year must have resulted in the immigration of
4,800 Indians.

Besides laying this evidence before the Government, the Association
has also shown the statements of Mr. Loveday1 and others to be quite
untrue and has made an appeal to the Government to pay no attention
to them and immediately admit the poor Indians that still remain
stranded outside.
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